
BÕShalom - High Holidays 5767 
 
Join Us for the High Holidays! 
 
We look forward to welcoming old and new friends as the Havurah fills for High 
Holidays.   
 
As always, all services are free and open to the public.  Because there are no tickets, 
we suggest arriving early if you would like your choice of seats.  If you need to request 
specific seating, please contact the disability coordinator or return the form on page 
____. 
 
Please join us throughout the year for Shabbat services, meals, holidays, and children’s 
programming.  May 5767 be a year of happiness, good works, learning, spiritual 
deepening, and connectedness for you and those close to you.  L'shanah tovah tikatevu 
v'taihatemu.   
 
Selichot Service Saturday September 8, 10:00 p.m. 
 
Rosh HaShanah 
Wednesday, September 12, 6:30 p.m.  
Thursday, September 13, 9:00 a.m.; Children’s’ Service 11:00 a.m.; ma’ariv 7:30 p.m. 
Friday, September 14, 9:00 a.m. (Includes Creative Musaf) 
Childcare will be available throughout Rosh HaShanah, except during Second Day 
Ma’ariv. 
 
Shabbat Shuvah 
Friday, September 14, 7:00 p.m. 
Saturday, September 15, 10:00 a.m. 
 
Yom Kippur 
Friday, September 21, 6:30 p.m. Kol Nidre (Study session follows) 
Saturday, September 22, 9:00 a.m. Services throughout the day, including Yizkor; 
Children’s’ Service 11:00 a.m. Mincha 5:00 p.m.; final shofar 7:25 p.m. 
Childcare will be available throughout Yom Kippur except during the afternoon break. 
 
Sukkot 
Wednesday, September 26, 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday, September 27, 10:00 a.m. 
Please join us for potluck vegetarian/dairy meals in the sukkah following both Sukkot 
services. 
 
There will also be potluck vegetarian/dairy meals in the sukkah following Shabbat 
services on Friday September 28 and Saturday September 29. 
 
Shemini Atzeret /Simchat Torah 



Thursday, October 4, 9:30 a.m. Includes Hallel & Yizkor  
 
Please note, there will not be services Friday October 19 or Saturday October 20 as the 
Havurah will be on retreat. Also, there will not be services Friday November 23, due to 
Thanksgiving. 
Havurat Shalom is committed to disability access. The first floor of Havurat Shalom is 
wheelchair accessible, including the prayer room, dining room, living room, and 
bathroom. 
We ask you to refrain from wearing perfume, cologne or aftershave to all Havurah 
activities so people with chemical sensitivity or with allergies can also attend.  
To get this newsletter in alternate formats for people with visual or print disabilities, call 
us: 617-623-3376. 
For childcare or ASL interpretation for classes, call us ASAP, and we’ll do our best.  
To contact us by TTY, call Ruth at 617-373-2730.  
Havurat Shalom is T accessible via the Davis Sq. stop on the Red Line, as well as the 
94 and 96 bus routes. 
 
Upcoming Classes & Events 
 
Pre-High Holiday Class Delves into Meaning of Liturgy 
 
Date: Wednesday, Sept 5, 2007, 7:30-9:00 PM  
Cost: $10 - sliding scale available on request. 
 
A brief overview of the structure of the Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur liturgy, 
complete with lovely charts and graphs to take home. This will be followed by a focus on 
some specific High Holiday prayers and/or songs. Information about how the Havurah 
community copes liturgically with some of the more controversial themes will also be 
provided. 
 
Instructor Aliza Arzt has been a member of Havurat Shalom for an awfully long time. 
She is by day a traveling speech language pathologist, by night a stressed-out and 
loving parent and gecko owner and, on Shabbat, asleep.  
 
Songs for Simchat Torah 
 
Date: Saturday September 29, after the potluck lunch in the sukkah. 
Free  
 
Come learn and share songs for Simchas Torah - so that when the time comes, we will 
all know more songs! The instructor will have song sheets for many songs.  
 
Reena Kling is a long-time Havurah celebrant of Simchas Torah and loves the upbeat songs that 
are great to dance to. 
 
Time Change Sunday, November 4  – Thereafter, Friday night services at 6:30 p.m. 



 
Chanukah Party Saturday Dec. 8, time TBA 
 

Questions?  call: 617-623-3376 web: www.TheHav.org  write: info@TheHav.org  
Donations, Disability Access, and Class Registration 

 
Please fill out and return this form to: Havurat Shalom, 113 College Avenue, Somerville, 
MA 02144. 617-623-3376. 
 
Name     
 
Address    
 
Phone number   E-mail address    
 
Enclosed is a donation for:   
!  Havurat Shalom’s General Fund.  !  Please send me a description of Havurat Shalom’s 
!  The Tzedakah Fund.   disability access. 
!  The ASL Interpreter Fund.   
 
I would like to register for the following class(es):  
!  Pre-High Holiday Class ($10) 
!  Songs for Simchat Torah (free) 
 
Total amount enclosed: $____________  (please pay less if you canÕt afford the full amount) 
 
I will need the following accommodations for high holiday services: 
 
!  A chair/seat near the davenning leader  !  Space for a wheelchair/scooter 
!  A chair near the air filter !  Large print materials 
!  A chair/seat near aisles/restroom !  Other:______________________   
 
Please briefly describe any specific needs so that we can best accommodate you:  
  
  
  
Monthly ChildrenÕs Services Resume in the Fall 
Havurat Shalom will once again be offering a monthly children's service for 4-9 year 
olds.  The service will take place on the first Saturday of the month from November 
through June.  It will be held at approximately 11:30, and will correspond to the time of 
the Torah service at the adult minyan.  The children's small Torahs will be in the adult 
ark and we will bring them up to the children's davenning room for our service.  We will 
continue to explore Hebrew letters, to daven some of the singing prayers from the adult 
minyan and to have a healthy snack.  This year, there will be a focus on the Torah 
portion of the week, with stories, drama and points to ponder about the "parsha" at each 
of our services.  For more information, feel free to contact Aliza Arzt at 
aliza@arztporter.com or 617-666-5339. 



 
"  Schedule of Shabbat Services  
Daylight Savings Time: Shabbat Services every Friday at 7:00 p.m. and Saturday at 
10:00 a.m. (until Sunday, November 4) 
Eastern Standard Time: Shabbat Services every Friday at 6:30 p.m. and Saturday at 
10:00 a.m. 
 
"  Schedule of Shabbat Potluck dinners: 
Please join us for vegetarian/dairy potlucks dinners after Shabbat services Fridays 
November 16 and December 14, 2007 and January 18, 2008. 
 
Please join us for vegetarian/dairy potlucks lunches after Shabbat services Saturdays 
September 1, November 3, and December 1, 2007 and January 5, 2008. 
 
Schedule of catered Shabbat dinners: 
Much as Havurat Shalom is attached to the traditional of the Shabbat potluck, we also 
recognize that sometimes it's more restful to get a meal without having to bring 
something. So, starting in October, we're instituting monthly catered Shabbat dinners 
the last Friday of the month. Fridays October 26, November 30 and December 28, 2007 
and January 25, 2008. These meals are free, but please RSVP so that we know how 
much food to get. Call or email to let us know you'll be joining us. 
 
Mazal Tov! Mazal Tov! 
Mirah Model and Matan BenYishay were married. 
Stephanie Borns-Weil graduated from veterinary school. 
Rebecca Lavine had baby Ari Bliss Lavine. 
 
We Mourn Recent Losses in Our Community 
Semyon (Shloimo) Moiseyevich Blickstein, father of Leonid Blickstein. 
Jen Porter, mother of Meredith Porter. 
Sarah Lisniansky's mother. 
Charles "Ed" Muehe, Michael Muehe's father. 
 
In Memory of Janet Berkenfield (May 18, 1942 - February 1, 2007) 
 by Aliza Arzt 
 
Some people knew her as a public health activist, some knew her as a loving 
neighbor and gardener, but we knew her as a member of Havurat Shalom in the 
'70's and the '80's.  Janet was a devoted Hebrew student, translator of Siddur Birkat 
Shalom and author of some of the most moving and effective meditations in our 
Havurah liturgy.  Those of us who knew Janet remember her trademark huge smile 
and her direct no-nonsense approach to all of our Havurah issues.  Sadly, Janet was 
taken from us this past winter, 3 weeks after suffering a serious stroke.  She died 
with her friends and neighbors surrounding her.  For years, Janet, Meredith and I 



sat in our living room studying Hebrew by reading some deadly biblical grammar 
aloud and taking turns doing the exercises.  It paid off for Janet.  In spite of her 
frequent declarations that she really didn't know much Hebrew, she produced a 
gorgeous first draft of the English for Siddur Birkat Shalom.  She was a source of 
inspiration and support for those of us in the community then, for her friends and 
community throughout her life and for her colleagues in public health. 
 
" . . . I have endless flowers for You in my growing center, in the stems and shoots 
my soul puts out in all directions.  Some day my tired leaves will nourish You.  
Watch out for me; send the red-winged blackbird to bring me home." (Janet 
Berkenfield from Meditation on Psalm 91, Siddur Birkat Shalom) 
 
 
What do Hav members do when it's not Shabbat? 
 

Larry Rosenwald 
 

 I was in India last January, to co-teach a Wellesley College course on Gandhi 
and grassroots organizing, my role being not that of an Indianist, or an expert on 
organizing, but that of an admirer and student of Gandhi, the closest thing there was for 
the students to a true believer.  While in India I kept a voluminous journal (11,000 
words), on the effects of my broken left wrist (broken in Logan Airport on the way out, 
and I’m left-handed), on running through Indian streets, on the lifeless Gandhi shrines 
and the vibrant mosques, on women activists, on my own self-pity, on the Taj Mahal, on 
poverty, on candles and fire . . . but for the newsletter would like to choose a single 
passage having to do with Jewish themes, adapted from my journal.  
 

January 11th 

 Varanasi as before, a city as intensely 
religious as Jerusalem, though I’m a different person than I was four years ago – more 
self-consciously Jewish, for one thing, so I was quite wary at the beautiful arti in the 
evening, a ceremony for putting the river to bed at the end of the day, beautiful with fire 
and twilight and the clanging of various drums and chimes, and when my devout Hindu 
student Roheeni offered me some “sacred food,” i.e., blessed by the priests officiating at 
the ceremony, I said, “no thank you.”  She looked disappointed, said, “it’s bad luck to 
refuse sacred food.”  But I couldn’t figure out whether taking the food was a matter of 
hospitality or friendship, in which case I of course would eat it, or of, to use the Torah’s 
language, a matter of following other gods, in which case I of course would not.  
         On the walk back to the hotel, through the 
now darkened streets, I told my student what had been motivating me.  She said, "oh, I 
understand, you're not a Hindu."  I answered that the issue for me wasn't not being a 
Hindu, it was being a Jew.  
 



Havurah member Larry Rosenwald is the Anne Pierce Rogers Professor of English at 
Wellesley, co-director of the Program in Peace and Justice Studies, a long time pacifist 
and war tax resister, and a member of New England War Tax Resistance  
 

Jesse Edsell-Vetter 
On October 29th, I will be running the Dublin City Marathon in Ireland to raise $10,000 for 
Metropolitan Boston Housing Partnership (www.mbhp.org).  In addition to being the state's 
largest regional Section 8 rental assistance provider, MBHP provides emergency assistance for 
times of crisis, resources to address jobs, food security, and other critical pieces of the housing 
stability puzzle.  In addition, MBHP has in recent years been able to send low-income children to 
camp, music lessons, and other opportunities that would not have been possible without private 
donors. 

While many in our community know that I have spent a number of years working in the 
affordable housing field, very few have known that I have not always had stable, safe, housing.  
My experience of being formerly homeless has informed not only my work but also my desire to 
engage the Jewish community about housing and homelessness issues.  As Jews, we have an 
obligation to help those in need.  We know that despite our own challenging circumstances, there 
will always be someone else that needs our assistance.   

I am proud that my community has engaged in frank discussions about social justice, poverty and 
the housing crisis in Massachusetts.  Housing instability is a reality for far too many in 
Massachusetts, including in the Jewish community.  I feel fortunate to be a part of a community 
that does not shy away from difficult conversations about poverty and it's impact on the lives of 
those around us.  In keeping with the Havurah's commitment to social justice and tzedakah, 
Havurat Shalom recently donated $1,229.00 to my fundraising efforts.   

In 2006, MBHP was able to provide emergency assistance for a Boston police officer undergoing 
treatment for breast cancer, to help a homeless veteran obtain his B.A., and keep a family fleeing 
substandard housing together as they searched for a safe, healthy home.  Havurat Shalom's 
donation will have an immediate and significant impact on the lives of MBHP clients in 2007. 

My hope is that this donation will help to challenge the larger Jewish community not only give 
but to engage in conversation about the impact of poverty on the Jewish community and 
communities across the Commonwealth.  For more information about how to join the Hav in 
donating, visit http://www.firstgiving.com/jesserunsdublin. 

Jesse Edsell-Vetter has attended services at the Hav since 2000. When not running through the 
streets of Somerville with his spouse and son, he works for Metropolitan Boston Housing 
Partnership. 
 

"  Havurat Shalom 
113 College Avenue 
Somerville, MA 02144 
 
www.TheHav.org 
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